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NOTES AND NEWS. 

Edited by E. J. Mottlton, Northwestern University, Evanston, 111. 

Assistant professor W. E. Milne, of the University of Oregon, has been 
promoted to a full professorship of mathematics. 

Mr. F. C. Kent has been promoted to an assistant professorship of mathe- 
matics at the Oregon Agricultural College. 

In the mathematics department of the University of Minnesota, Professor 
G. N. Bauer is on leave of absence for the winter quarter, Assistant Professor 
R. R. Shtjmway has been appointed to an associate professorship and Mr. R. M. 
Barton (1919, 420) has been promoted to an assistant professorship of mathe- 
matics. 

At the University of Michigan, Associate Professor Peter Field has been 
promoted to a full professorship, Assistant Professor J. W. Bradshaw has been 
promoted to an associate professorship, and Messrs. -E. C. Blankenstein and 
O. J. Peterson have been appointed instructors in mathematics. 

Mr. V. G. Grove, of Cornell University, has been appointed assistant pro- 
fessor of mathematics at Michigan Agricultural College. 

Professor L. D. Ames has been made registrar at "the University of Missouri. 

Dr. H. E. Wolfe {1920, 90) has been appointed assistant professor of mathe- 
matics at Indiana University. 

Dr. Tobias Danzig is an instructor of mathematics in Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity. 

Mr. L. H. Rice, of Tufts College, has been appointed instructor in mathe- 
matics at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

At the University of Maine, Mr. A. S. Pratt, of Brown University, has been 
appointed instructor in mathematics, and Mr. J. P. Ballantine, of Harvard 
University, instructor in mathematics and physics. 

At Teachers College, Columbia University, Professor C. B. Upton, of the 
department of mathematics, and secretary of the college since 1911, has been 
appointed provost. 

Professor Alfred Baker, forty-four years a teacher of mathematics in the 
University of Toronto, retired on a Carnegie pension at the end of the academic 
year 1918-19. Professor A. T. DeLtjry succeeded him as head of the depart- 
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ment of mathematics. In the same department Lecturer I. R. Pounder has 
been promoted to an assistant professorship. 

At the University of Lille, J. Chazy, professor of general mathematics (1919, 
371), has been appointed professor of differential and integral calculus in place 
of the late Professor Demartres (1920, 43). 

Dr. J. Fairon has been appointed professor of mathematics at the University 
of Liege. 

Professor W. Killing, of the University of Minister, has retired from active 
teaching. 

Dr. F. Schtjr recently professor of mathematics at the University of Strass- 
burg has been appointed to a professorship at the University of Breslau in place 
of the late Professor R. Sturm (1920, 89); and Professor P. Epstein, also recently 
at the University of Strassburg, has been appointed privatdozent at the Uni- 
versity of Frankfurt a. M. 

Dr. H. Tietze and Dr. G. Hessenberg have been appointed professors of 
mathematics at the University of Erlangen. 

At the University of Freiburg i. Br., Dr. A. Loewy has been appointed pro- 
fessor of mathematics, and Professor L. Stickelberger has retired from active 
teaching. 

Dr. Emmy Noether, daughter of Professor Max Noether, and Dr. Schmeid- 
ler have been appointed privatdozents at the University of Gottingen. 

Dr. E. Czuber, professor of mathematics in the Technical High School at 
Vienna, has retired. 

Actuary Arnfinn Palmstrom has been appointed extraordinary professor 
of the science of insurance at the University of Christiania, with the special 
duty of conducting the insurance seminar at the university. 

Professors E. L. A. Merlin and L. M. M. Stuyvaert have been promoted 
to full professorships of mathematics at the University of Ghent. 

Associate professor E. Gau has been appointed to the professorship of infini- 
tesimal analysis at the University of Grenoble, succeeding Professor Collet, 
who has retired from active teaching. 

Professor E. Daniele, of the University of Catania, has been appointed 
professor of rational mechanics at the University of Modena. The death is 
announced of Professor A. Ricco, director of the Observatory of Catania and 
vice-president of the International Astronomical Union. 
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Dr. R. C. Maclaurin, president of the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology since 1908, died January 15, 1920 in the fiftieth year of his age. He was 
born in Scotland and educated in New Zealand and at Cambridge University. 
He was professor of mathematics at the University of New Zealand 1898-1905, 
and dean of the faculty of law there from 1905 to 1907, when he was elected 
professor of mathematical physics in Columbia University. 

Professor V. Reina, of the University of Rome, [1920, 45] died November 9, 
1919, at the age of fifty-three years, and Professor E. Millosewich, of the 
Observatory del Collegio Romano, died December 5, 1919, at the age of seventy 
years. Professor Millosewich was secretary of the R. Accademia dei Lincei. 

Professor E. H. Betjns, director of the Observatory of the University of 
Leipzig, died September, 1919, at the age of seventy-one; and Dr. O. Danzer, 
privatdozent in the Technical High School at Vienna died March 26, 1919, as 
the result of an accident. 

The Bordin prize (3000 francs) of the Academy of Sciences of the Institute 
of France is awarded in mathematics every two years for a memoir on a proposed 
problem. For 1919 the question was: "In the theory of integrals of total 
differentials of the third kind and of double integrals relative to an algebraic 
function of two independent variables, there has been proved the existence of 
certain integers, whose value is difficult to obtain and may depend on the arith- 
metic nature of the coefficients of the equation of the surface corresponding to the 
function. The Academy asks for a detailed study of these numbers in some 
important special cases." This prize was awarded to Professor Solomon Lef- 
schetz, of Kansas University, for a memoir entitled "Sur certains nombres in- 
variants des varieties algSbriques avec application aux varietes abeliennes." 
The principal results of the memoir were given in two notes published in tome 
168 of the Comptes Rendus of the Academy: "Sur l'analyse situs des varices 
algebriques," pages 672-674, March 31; and "Sur les varices abeliennes," 
pages 758-761, April 14, 1919. There is a summary of the memoir by Emile 
Picard in the Comptes Rendus, December 22, 1919, pages 1200-1202, being his 
report for the committee upon the occasion of the formal award of the prize. 

In 1882 there was established at Frankfurt a. M. a fund under the name of 
the Peter- Wilhelm-Muller foundation, with a capital of a million and a half 
marks, from the income of which, among other things a prize was to be given 
every third year for the best work in the following domains taken in order: art, 
poetry and music, philosophy and historical philology, mathematics and the 
natural sciences. Once this prize was awarded to a physicist by a jury in which 
a majority were mathematicians, and once it was awarded to a mathematician 
by a majority of physicists. In 1918 it was again the turn of mathematics and 
science, and a prize of 10,000 marks was divided equally between Professor D. 
Hilbert for the totality of his mathematical writings, and Professor A. Ein- 
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stein, for the great mathematical talent displayed in his development of re- 
lativity and gravitation theories. 

Professor A. G. Webster, of Clark University, has been elected honorary 
member of the Royal Institution of Great Britain. 

Professor W. W. Landis, of Dickinson College, has returned to his academic 
work after serving as a Y. M. C. A. Secretary with the Italian army for over a 
year. He was accorded the honorary rank of major in the Italian army, and 
received several medals in recognition of the value of his work. 

The mathematical library of the late Dr. R. A. Harris has been presented to 
Cornell University by Mrs. Harris. The collection comprises nearly three 
thousand volumes, including practically the complete literature on the theory of 
tides. 

At the meeting of the Association of Teachers of Mathematics in New England 
at Cambridge on January 31, Professor J. L. Coolidge gave an address on 
"The annual meeting of the Mathematical Association of America." 

At the meetings of the Chicago and Southwestern Sections of the American 
Mathematical Society in St. Louis, December 30-31, 1919, forty-four members 
of the Society were present and twenty-eight papers were read. Professor R. D. 
Carmichael was elected Chairman, Professor C. N. Moore member of the 
program committee, and Professor Arnold Dresden Secretary of the Chicago 
Section. This Section^ will meet in Chicago on April 9 and 10. A feature of the 
program is a symposium on "The field equations of electromagnetism and 
relativity" by Professors Max Mason and A. C. Lunn. 

In Section A of the American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Professor D. R. Curtiss was elected chairman and vice-president for the two 
years 1920-1921. 

The following resolutions were passed by the Council of the American Mathe- 
matical Society at the meeting in New York on December 31, 1919: 

1. "The Council regards the preparation and publication, in America, of a 
dictionary of mathematical terms as not only most desirable but also entirely 
feasible, provided that financial aid for the preparation of the manuscript can 
be secured. 

2. " Impressed with possibilities for the more extensive development of pure 
and applied mathematics in America, and with the importance of such develop- 
ment to the nation, the Council records its conviction that there are undertakings 
whose active consideration would be highly desirable if adequate financial assis- 
tance might be regarded as available. Among such undertakings are: 1. The 
preparation and publication by societies or individuals of surveys, introductory 
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monographs, translations, memoirs, and treatises in important fields, including 
the history of mathematics; 2. The organization of research fellowships; 3. The 
preparation and publication of an encyclopaedia of mathematics in English; 4. 
The preparation and publication of an annual critical survey, in English, of the 
mathematical literature of the world; 5. The preparation and publication of a 
biographical and bibliographical dictionary of mathematicians." 

Nature announces that Girton College, Cambridge, has received a gift of 
£10,000, the capital and interest of which are to be applied during the next 
twenty years for the encouragement of scientific research by women in mathe- 
matical, physical and natural sciences. 

The Mathematics Section of the Texas State Teachers' Association met in 
Houston, November 28, 1919. There were about one hundred teachers of 
mathematics in attendance. Dr. Goldie P. Horton, instructor in pure mathe- 
matics at the University of Texas, was chairman for the year and presided at 
the meeting. The following papers were read: "Some extra text-book prob- 
lems," by Mr. P. H. Underwood, Galveston; " Some definitions of mathematics," 
by Dr. P. M. Batchelder, University of Texas; "Limit proofs in geometry," 
by Prof. A. A. Bennett, University of Texas; " Compulsory mathematics in high 
school," by Miss Helen Carr, Orange; "Some desirable points in elementary 
texts," by Prof. G. C. Evans, Rice Institute. There was also discussion of these 
papers, of high school mathematics clubs, and of the work of the National Com- 
mittee on Mathematical Requirements. 

The Work of the National Committee on Mathematical Requirements, 

January 13, 1920 [1919, 439-440; 462-463]. 

The preliminary report, made to the National Committee on Mathematical 
Requirements by a sub-committee, on " The Reorganization of the First Courses 
in Secondary Schools Mathematics" and issued as a basis for discussion on 
November 25, 1919, has received considerable attention during the short period 
since its publication. It has been discussed at various meetings of teachers 
organizations, both large and small, and reports on the results of such discussions 
have been received by the chairman of the National Committee. 

In view of the -fact, however, that the number of organizations actively 
cooperating with the National Committee has now reached 54 it is clear that 
this discussion has only just begun. 

The National Committee at its last meeting in New York City, December 
30 and 31, 1919, subjected the sub-committee report to a careful revision in the 
light of the suggestions, criticisms and comments received. The revised version 
of the report was published in February by the U. S. Bureau of Education 
(Secondary School Circular, No. 5, 12 pp.) as a preliminary report by the National 
Committee. Comments, criticisms, suggestions for improvement, etc., are earnestly 
solicited from organizations, committees, and individuals. They should be sent to 
the Chairman of the Committee (J. W. Young, Hanover, N. H.). 
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The response to such requests in the past has been most gratifying, and 
augurs well for the future. Only through cooperation on a large scale on the 
part of all interested in the problem of improving the teaching of mathematics 
can success be assured. 

The mailing list to be furnished the U. S. Bureau of Education for the Reports 
of the National Committee is now in preparation. This list now includes all the 
members of the American Mathematical Society, the Mathematical Association 
of America, the Association of Teachers of Mathematics in New England, the 
Association of Teachers of Mathematics in the Middle States and Maryland, and 
the teachers of mathematics who are members of the Central Association of 
Science and Mathematics Teachers and many others. Requests have been sent 
to all the organizations cooperating with the National Committee for lists of their 
members. Individuals desiring to be placed on the mailing list of the National 
Committee should send their names and addresses to the Chairman of the Committee 
without delay. 

A preliminary report on the principles to govern a revision of College Entrance 
Requirements was submitted by the National Committee to the Councils of the 
American Mathematical Society and of the Mathematical Association of America 
on December 30, 1919. 

A report whose early publication may be expected is " The Doctrine of Formal 
Discipline and the Transfer of Training" (a critical examination of the literature 
by Vevia Blair). 

Professor R. C. Archibald of Brown University has consented to prepare a 
report for the National Committee on the desirable professional training for 
teachers of mathematics in the United States and on courses primarily intended 
for prospective teachers. 

The preparation of reports on Sources and Desirable Types of Problems, 
and on Elective Courses in Mathematics for Secondary Schools (their aims, 
content, organization, etc.) has begun, and exhaustive and authoritative investi- 
gations of the mathematical elements entering into the work of the various 
vocations, industries, and professions, are under consideration. 

The appropriation of $16,000 by the General Education Board under which 
the National Committee is operating, was made to cover the expenses of the 
Committee for one year ending July 1, 1920. At the last meeting of the Com- 
mittee, it was voted to request the General Education Board to give the Com- 
mittee its support for another year ending July 1, 1921. 

The Committee heartily approves the proposed organization of a National 
Council of Mathematics Teachers and has authorized its officers to attend the 
organization meeting of the Council in Cleveland on February 24th in connection 
with the meeting of the Department of Superintendence of the National Edu- 
cation Association. 

The date and place of the next meeting of the National Committee have been 
tentatively set for Chicago, Illinois, on April 23rd and 24th, 1920. 



